Care of a new poodle puppy 

Read the text below for information on traveling, accommodation, feeding, toilet training, chewing, worming, vaccinations, fleas, heartworm and grooming.

Collecting your new puppy is an exciting time for you, but for puppies, it can be an anxious time for them, in strange new surroundings without the company of their brothers and sisters and their mother.

During their wakeful hours they need assurance and they need companionship as well as lots of water, a balanced diet, and like all babies, they need lots of sleep.

How should my puppy travel home? 

It is best to be prepared before you pick up your puppy from the breeder. You should have a small collar and lead with you as well as a crate.

You may wish to let your puppy sit on your lap on the journey home, but this is not a good idea, particularly if you are the driver.

If you are planning to take the puppy out in the car regularly, it is a good idea to buy a harness. However, for the initial trip home, the puppy is best left in a crate. Most crates can be strapped in with the seatbelt. A crate is a worthwhile purchase to ensure the puppy's safety and to reduce the possibility of accidents on the way home. Remember your puppy may be nervous on the journey and it is quite common for a puppy to be sick for the first couple of times in a car. Another reason for buying a crate is that a nervous puppy is very prone to diarrhea .It is much easier to clean the crate than the car.

Where should my puppy sleep? 

The first rule is: Start as you mean to go on! A puppy should have a bed of its own in a warm spot free of draughts. There are lots of dog beds on the market and they vary dramatically in price. We tend to favour the beds, which are made probably of foam rubber with a cotton overlay. We prefer not to buy the beds that are a combination of a cane basket and a pillow, because we have found if little puppies get bored, they like to chew the cane.

It is best to start your puppy sleeping where you would like him to sleep in the long term. Many people let puppies sleep on the lounge or in their beds when the puppy is new, but later on this is not so acceptable once the pup has grown into a large dog. It is not really fair on the pup to expect it to change its habits once it has grown older, bigger or for that matter dirtier.

When we bring home a new puppy, we give it a bed of its own. We put in this bed a cuddly toy, plus a chew toy, and an item of clothing that we have recently worn. This is not always possible but it seems to work well. We make sure the puppy will be warm; we leave plenty of water close by and a little food. Under no circumstances do we weaken and bring the pup into our bed!

The puppy may howl and squeal for a while, but as long as he has everything he needs, as far as warmth, something to snuggle up to, water and a little food, he should be fine until morning.

What should I feed my new puppy?

Feeding is one of the most important aspects of care for your puppy and it is essential to provide a balanced diet.

So, especially on the first night home, don’t be tempted to dice up tiny pieces of chicken (or steak, roast lamb or any special treat) to hand feed the puppy. If you do, you may find this is all the puppy will eat! The best way to ensure your pup is getting all his nutritional needs is to feed him a commercially prepared complete and balanced puppy food. It is essential to feed your puppy some type of dry biscuits. Ensure that the dry biscuits are a complete and balanced puppy food. These can be supplemented with a commercially prepared canned food, again make sure the canned food is a balanced food. Table scraps may be added to this but table scraps should not make up more than 30% of the diet. Once or twice a week we make up a meat, vegetable and rice stew, (or meat, vegetables and pasta) and when this is poured or spooned over the dry food, it usually ensures that the dry food will all be eaten.

Milk is not necessary as long as the puppy has been fed a balanced diet. It can often cause diarrhea in some young animals. Make sure that there is plenty of fresh clean water at all times.

Ideally, young puppies up to around twelve weeks should be fed about three to four small servings of food daily. As the puppy gets older, around six months, this can be reduced to about two larger meals, one in the evening and one in the morning.

Twice a week, raw bones should be fed to keep the puppy's teeth clean. It is best to feed large canon bones. Never feed cooked bones.

How should I train my new puppy? 

A puppy needs a regular routine so that the puppy learns to know what to expect each day. Toilet training is a number one priority and time spent with the puppy in his first few days usually pays off. First thing every morning, last thing at night, after the puppy has eaten or had a big drink, and at regular intervals during the day, take your puppy outside and stay with him until he attends to his toilet needs.

Take him to the same place each time, and he will sniff around and he will usually very quickly establish good habits. It is not a good idea in the first few days to just take the puppy outside and leave him there. He will want to follow you back inside and then just as likely soil the carpet. If you stay with him and praise him, he will quickly learn to respond to the sound of your voice.

If he has an accident inside, there is no need to make a big deal out of it, concentrate more on praising him when he does go outside.

What should I do when my puppy chews things?

It is best to give the puppy a couple of toys of its own to play with. A ball and a rope toy will keep a puppy entertained for hours. If you do leave your shoes in reach they will just as easily entertain themselves chewing on your shoes, whether its your old sneakers, or your best Italian leather sandals.

We think its best not to leave shoes anywhere within reach of the puppy, if he does start chewing something that is not one of his toys, gently raise your voice, take the item away and encourage him to play with one of his own toys.

Health Care

How often should my puppy be wormed?

Puppies should be wormed fortnightly from birth until they are twelve weeks old with any good quality worming product. The fortnightly worming is very important. Heavy infestations of hookworm can kill a young pup within a very short time. Your breeder will probably advise you when the puppy was last wormed. If there is any doubt, worm your puppy within a day or two of its arrival at your home.

As a rule we prefer to purchase our worming products from our local vet rather than the supermarket. Your vet will be able to advise you on what he thinks is the best product available for your puppy depending on the puppy's age. Depending on the product used, after the puppy has reached twelve weeks, usually the puppy needs worming monthly until they are six months of age and after that every three months is usually sufficient. Again, this is only general advice and if unsure, please consult your vet.

When should my puppy be vaccinated?

In Australia most puppies are vaccinated at six weeks, then depending on where you live and the local problems, most puppies are vaccinated again at between twelve to fourteen weeks. After that a yearly booster is given.

In some areas, some pups are vaccinated three times between six and twelve weeks. This is usually done because of local problems and it is best to follow your vet's advice as he will be aware of what problems are prevalent in your locality. Before you have your puppy vaccinated it is wise to ask your vet about any possible after effects and ask your vets advice about any alternative vaccinations, so you may make an informed decision on the correct vaccination for your puppy.

What can I do about fleas?

All puppies need protection from fleas particularly in the warmer months. If not protected your puppy will be miserable, he will be constantly scratching and he will probably eventually develop a form of dermatitis caused by a flea allergy.

There are several good products on the market - they range from rinses after a bath to treatments that are only necessary a few times a year. Whatever you use, be careful to read the instructions, as many of the products available are not suitable for use on dogs under three months. This is another good reason for consulting your vet regarding your own puppy rather than taking something off the supermarket shelf.

What can I do about heartworm?

Consult your vet about a heartworm preventative treatment for your puppy; usually the best time to start this treatment is when the puppy has his twelve-week vaccination. If the puppy has not had any heartworm medication and it reaches six months of age, the puppy will need to be tested for heartworm before it can be started on any preventative treatment.

When should my puppy be groomed?

This is important in all breeds of dogs. Regular brushing will remove excess hair and knots and helps remove fleas. Regular grooming also helps you notice any abnormal cuts, scratches, lumps or skin conditions that you might otherwise miss. Most dogs enjoy the grooming process if it has been a pleasant experience from the beginning. It is important to check their ears, eyes and teeth.

With poodles, they need to have their wool clipped regularly, say around every six weeks if you like the wool kept short, and up to about twelve weeks if you like the wool long. However, if you leave the clipping to twelve weeks, you will have to brush the wool very regularly in the last few weeks.

Even if you like the wool to be kept long, it makes sense to clip around their feet, their tail and around their mouths.

The wool needs to be plucked out of poodle's ears from about eight weeks of age for the rest of the dogs life. The ears need to be kept free of wool and clean. There are some excellent products available that inhibit the build-up of wax and dirt in the ears. Your vet will be able to advise you on these products.

If you take your puppy to a groomer, make sure beforehand that the groomer, will clean the pup's ears, not just clip the coat. If the groomer does not do ears, either change the groomer or be prepared to do the job yourself. 

If left untended, poodle ears can develop infections quite quickly. Once the dog has an ear infection, it is very hard to treat, as the dog hates the ears to be touched. It is much better to get the puppy used to the ears being plucked and cleaned on a regular basis from the beginning.

